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[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments]. 


[00:00:12.14] INTERVIEWER: If we could just begin by--would you share your full name and your age? 
[Director's comments]. 


[00:00:20.06] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Sister Margaret Anne Vonderahe, and I'm eighty-four. 
[00:00:50.26] [Director's comments]. 
[00:01:29.24] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Sister Margaret Anne Vonderahe. Eighty-four. 


[00:01:35.00] INTERVIEWER: Sister Margaret Anne, could you tell us a little bit about where you grew up, 
your childhood, and your family? 


[00:01:42.18] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yes. | grew up in Torrance, California, and my family 
helped start the town. My mother was [in] the first graduating class from Torrance High School. And my 
parents met--my father came from Indiana, from Kokomo. And they met at who became my mother's best 
friend, at her birthday party. And | have a picture of that. | should have brought it. 


[00:02:18.26] [Director's comments. ] 


[00:02:24.29] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: We lived--well, we lived in different houses--small 
houses. And my mother had come from Nova Scotia. And we lived next--for a while we lived next door to her 
mother--well, her aunt, who became her mother. Her mother died when she was born. And so | was with 
family at that time. And Torrance was just getting started in a way. And | was the oldest. My parents had 
been married some years before | was born, and people thought that they would never have children. But 
they had three. My brother David was two years after me, and Loretta, my sister, was two years after that. 
We moved a few times during that time, and | remember being right down from the kindergarten. | used to 
ride my bike to the corner where the crossing guard was. And | was hoping to go to that school, which | did-- 
go to kindergarten. But that was the last time that | went to the public school, because my mother knew 
about the Catholic school in Redondo Beach, at St. James. And so for first grade | went over there and met 
the Sisters for the very first time. And | needed transportation to get there, because it's about--| think it's 
about a fifteen minute drive at least from Torrance over to school. So we carpooled. And | still lived in 
Torrance and was part of all of that, even though | was in school at St. James. And | think they were fairly 
large classes, and we did everything that was traditional. And | had a famous first grade teacher and 
gradually | went all the way through the school, and was a very good student. We carpooled--eventually--it 
was the war, Second World War--and so we carpooled for the number of children in the family going to the 
school per day. So if you had three children, you'd drive three--pick up and drive three times. And there also 
was--it was war time eventually--and there was gas rationing. So it was a sacrifice. The Sisters were very 
kind and some were nicer than others, so we had favorites. And eventually | re-met them through the years 
doing other things. 


[00:05:41.02] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember some of those early--do you want to mention any of those 
first Sisters you met? 


[00:05:47.02] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well, let's see. Sister Daniel J oseph [??] eventually 
became novice director. And she was nineteen. And | guessed that she was nineteen. She was very pretty. 
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And we were walking around in the school yard, and she went back to the convent and was scared to death 
that we would tell how old she was. [laughs]. But Sister Mary Agnes [Nance?] was my eighth grade teacher. 
And eventually | taught--she taught the seventh grade girls and | taught the eighth grade girls in Redondo 
Beach, much, much later. And Sister Lucida [??] taught fourth grade teacher. And she was very kind and 
very--what would you say--caring. And | remember | wrote a story, and she had me read it to the seventh 
grade. And | didn't know | could write. So this little fourth grader went into the seventh grade to teach them 
how to write a story. We--when we carpooled we had to all gather together, and if we ever got punished, 
which sometimes the class did, | would be very nervous, because | didn't expect to not get into the car and 
drive home. And the alternative was Greyhound bus, which was a few blocks away, and my parents never 
taught me how to do that. So | felt stranded at the time. And |--that was one of the times | thought Sister 
was very unfair to punish the whole class when only one person had done a wrong thing. So my feeling of 
justice and right was offended. | don't think | told my parents. But anyway--during that time my 
grandmother, my father's mother, came to live with us, and she was like our housekeeper, because my 
mother was Society Editor for the Torrance Herald. And she cooked and also disciplined us. And she was 
pretty good--she had been a farm-type cook, so | kind of learned how but she wouldn't teach me how. And | 
remember making fudge--trying to--while she was taking a nap. But! didn't know about boiling it. And so | 
said it was going to turn into fudge. Of course it never did. [laughs]. But that's what | had wanted to do was 
to really learn how to cook, which eventually | certainly did. My--during that time we had the war. And we 
were just talking about that at lunch, and all of the changes that happened. And we were a coastal town, 
and so we had to darken everything. And we had--the J apanese were taken away on December 7th, 
December 8th--for good. And at that time my sister--her birthday is December 7--we were in the car with my 
uncle and his brother-in-law, and the radio came this--we are at war. And | remember saying, "What is 
war?" We eventually had many restrictions and all kinds of experiences to--for the war effort. And 
eventually--oh, and my cousin Lewis had lived with us as a senior--football captain--and he loved us and 
joined the Air Force, and we lost him. He was lost over the Aleutians [islands] in Alaska. And my mother had 
kind of made him her older son, and she had a really, really hard time always with that. And eventually when 
| got to Hawaii on a trip, | found his place--on the--I forget the name of the cemetery that they're all in 
marble--their names are in marble. So that was a great family loss. Eventually my grandmother--all the time 
| was going to school and all those things--and my grandmother eventually had a stroke and became 
completely deaf and paralyzed, and | was in charge of the family from the time | was about six--| mean, 
sixth grade--and they expected me to make the dinner, take care of the kids, take care of my grandmother, 
and do well in school. [smiles]. Which | did. And let's see--socially | was--! helped start the Girl Scout troop 
for our parish, and | was the leader of the--the kid leader--of the Girl Scouts, and went to day camp and had 
meetings and all those things. | also took piano lessons from the time | was about seven until | was a senior 
in high school. So | had to practice as well. 


[00:11:47.06] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: We went back and forth to Redondo Beach in our 
carpool, and | liked school--| liked the Sisters. And | think | never had a lay teacher at that time--always had 
the Sisters. And some of them were lovely, and some of them were not. [laughs]. But | did learn--| was 
learning how to teach a little bit. | know that some of those techniques that they were using | could adapt. 
But | didn't even know--I think if you would ask me at the time | might have said | wanted to be a teacher, 
but | wasn't really thinking that much about it. And in the parish, the pastor wanted all the children to go to 
catechism. And we went after school on Wednesdays and Saturdays--Saturday mornings, for all those years. 
And eventually | taught a little preschool class myself because | knew all of that. And | didn't meet the 
Victory Noll Sisters at the time--they were the catechists--their order was just forming at the time. And they 
did try to recruit me--[laughs]--along the way, but | wasn't attracted to them. 


[00:13:06.19] INTERVIEWER: At what age did you--or what time in your life did you start to become 
attracted to religious life, or think that you wanted to be a Sister? 


[00:13:13.19] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well, | always liked boys. [laughs]. So | was really 
thinking of being married and having children. But | suppose maybe sixth grade a little bit. But | really--if 
you had asked me | think | would have thought | was going to have a family. When it was time for me to 
finish school, my mother of course had gone to the high school right down the street. And that would have 
been a big effort for my family to--and pride--for me to go to that high school. But | loved the Sisters and 
they talked to me about St. Mary's Academy. So we went there and met Sister Teresa Marie McIntier, who 
had been our next-door neighbor, and there she was at the Academy. And | interviewed to start school up 
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there. That meant that | would either have to be a boarder or take several busses--a long bus trip and two 
street cars--to get to school in the morning. So my very first year as a freshman | lived as a boarder. And | 
learned--it was two-sided--so the novitiate and the Sisters and the Sister teachers were on one side of the 
very large building--something like this--and then the other was the school and the boarding school and all 
that. So | kind of learned, in a way, the rhythm and the style of the Sisters. And | liked it quite well. And so | 
was able to do that for my freshman year, which kind of got me into high school and the spirit of the school 
and everything. And | was just quite active for being a freshman. And we had levels of ability for courses, 
and so | was in the best level. [laughs]. And | got to know the different kinds of personalities of the Sisters. 
And | found again that some of them were nice and some of them weren't very nice. [laughs]. 


[00:15:34.28] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember some of the names of your teachers--Sister teachers? 


[00:15:38.22] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Let's see--Sister [Mary] ] osephine [Feeley, (1905- 
1991)] was our principal. And Sister Celine [??] taught us English. Sister [Augustine ??] taught us Latin. 
Sister Barbara [??] taught us Chemistry. Sister--let's see--well, anyway, | was in the college prep course 
level, and so like four years of Latin and three years of math and all that. And I|--eventually | lived with some 
of them as a professed Sister. 


[00:16:24.18] INTERVIEWER: When you say that you got to know the rhythm of their life, and that you liked 
that, can you say more about what was attractive about that for you at that time? 


[00:16:33.26] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yes. Well, my home was with the grandmother and 
all the responsibilities and everything. | didn't have any of that in school, and just was like a normal kid. So 
that was very nice. And | had a chance just to study instead of trying to juggle the rest of my life. | think 
having the chapel there was very nice. The chapel was in the center, and the Sisters were on one side and 
the students were on the other side. It was a very beautiful place. Unfortunately it had to be demolished. 
But | think--and my classmates were very nice too, and--lifelong friends. We stopped meeting--our class 
stopped meeting after sixty years. Let's see, anyway the rest of the things--at home | had--we lived across- 
did | say we lived across the street from the church. And so Father considered that we were his family. My 
brother was the altar boy and my mother did this and that, and my aunts did the altar linens and we were 
expected to show up. [laughs]. And we did. And | don't think | said that my father never went to church. 
And he had had some bad experiences with priests. And so one of the things that | wanted was for him to 
come back to the church. And he never came for any of the sacraments or--| think eventually when | got 
the--received the habit he came and then they left immediately after. It was supposed to be a social day, but 
they went home. 


[00:18:35.02] INTERVIEWER: Can you say more about how your parents felt about you deciding to become 
a Sister? 


[00:18:40.07] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well, | guess | would have to say that | had several 
boyfriends, and they were expecting that | would get married--and--first go to college, and then get married. 
And so that was my mother's plan. And they--Mother just barely went to church. She was called--at her 
funeral she was called "the late Mrs. Vonderahe", because we lived right across the street, and she got 
there--to the twelve o'clock Mass at twelve fifteen. So she wasn't really devoted to church. And my dad of 
course never really went. But he did like to have the Sisters--he was very proud of our relationship with the 
Sisters and everything. | don't think | said also that | had to--| only boarded the one year, and then | had to 
take a long--by myself--a long Torrance bus ride, and catch it at six-thirty in the morning to get to school by 
eight-thirty. And then--by myself--joining the other St. Mary's students on streetcars and busses and walking 
the rest of the way to school. And | would get home--! participated in all the school activities that | could, so 
I'd get home about six-thirty at night, when | was in regular school. But | would do all the--you know, go to 
the games and do all the things that were available. One of the other things | didn't say--maybe--that Father 
expected--pastor expected us--no matter how much Catholic education we had we were supposed to go to 
catechism, so we did that for all those years. And | think there were just a few families who sent their 
children to Catholic school, and we were one of them. Let's see-- 


[00:20:48.09] INTERVIEWER: So you were well formed in faith as a child? 
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[00:20:50.28] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | was through the Sisters, because my parents were 
not doing it. And my grandmother was very unschooled as far as higher education. But the Sisters really 
taught me well. And those other Sisters--the Victory Noll Sisters--as well were good. Let's see--what else. | 
was very active in different clubs and things. | was in the Latin club. We did a two piano recital when we 
were seniors. So! gave a recital every year, and so that took up about the same--theory and all that--took 
up quite a bit of time and energy. | was Sodality Prefect, which is like the student body president but on the 
religious side. So | was responsible for all the organizations of that, and then running like a student body- 
type meeting with the whole school--I think it was freshman and junior years and then sophomores and 
seniors, something like that--in the auditorium. And Sister Augustine was my four-year Latin teacher--I think 
| had somebody else for first year--and then | had her for the rest of the years for Latin. And she was the 
moderator of the Sodality, which eventually | was the Sodality moderator. [laughs]. | was teaching high 
school, and she didn't think much of the Sodality then, because she was in charge of the seniors. [laughs]. 


[00:22:40.02] INTERVIEWER: Sounds like your faith began to play a more central role then as you 
[unintelligible]-- 


[00:22:45.19] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: --yes. And | also attended other group meetings-- 
spiritual meetings and things. There was a time that we had a Living Rosary at the Coliseum--which--where 
the Raiders are right now--and | was one of those people that was down on the field as one of the Hail 
Mary's or something. But--and | also went--when | was moderator--Prefect, | was going to some meetings 
with Loyola, Mount Carmel, and other boys schools and girls schools. | had forgotten about my Sundays--so 
I'd take special trips into town to do those things that other people just could take a street car or something. 
Let's see-- 


[00:23:46.18] INTERVIEWER: When did you know then that you would enter? Did a Sister invite you to 
enter, or ask you to consider it? 


[00:23:53.00] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | think they had their eye on me, but they didn't 
really recruit us, exactly. But probably that Sodality work was kind of the invitation--an indirect invitation. 
And the Mount--St. Mary's--was just getting started pretty well | think. It started in 1925 at St. Mary's 
Academy, and we had the college building where we had our classes. And they were recruiting us to go to 
the college, but they also wanted us to become Sisters. So Sister Josephine | think offered me a scholarship 
to the Mount. But then | talked with the provincial at Sister J osephine's request--who was Mother Rosemary 
[Lyons (1893-1971), CS} Provincial], and she was the provincial. And | remember meeting her in the dark 
parlor--[laughs]--| thought dark--on the other side of St. Mary's Academy--not the school part. And--but | 
also had this boyfriend, and his name was Robert Young. And we did a lot of social things--dances, and 
Hollywood Bowl, and movies--and that meant going from Torrance into Los Angeles. He drove--he was a 
couple of years ahead of me. And | went to some college dances with him and so he was pretty hopeful, I'm 
sure, that eventually we would marry. So | think | hadn't told my mother what | was really planning to do, 
and | think she thought that | was just going to have a scholarship to the college and go on for four years, 
because | was really living out her dreams and--fulfillment of her. And so she asked me at Easter what | was 
planning to do, and | said | wanted to be a Sister. By that time I'd had the interview with Mother Rosemary. 
And she just turned it off, and she was just so disappointed, because she had planned to be a successful 
student at Mount St. Mary's through me. And she kind of withdrew her cordial approach to me--her loving. 
Not that she was really overly loving, but you know, she became more distant, really. But she liked all the 
things | was doing like--we gave the two piano recital, and we did it in Torrance as well--and graduating with 
honors type--all those events. And so, when | told her that she just really was not happy, because her plans 
were other. And | needed clothes--all the things--we always--we had a trunk, and then we had certain--like a 
list of things to bring. So she didn't plan to provide any of that for me. So Sister J osephine did that for me up 
at St. Mary's. And eventually we had to go buy shoes. [laughs]. Which is always the story of those "old lady 
shoes" which have become more popular than they ever were. [laughs]. And, you know, people asking 
questions like, "What are you going to do?" and all of that. And so we--our group--our--St. Mary's--the 
seniors--some of us--had a dinner dance that we sponsored at a restaurant in Los Angeles. So | asked Bob 
and when we got back to our house, | told him that that was going to be our last date and | was going to 
enter. And "The Nun's Story" [novel, 1956] had just come out in Reader's Digest [magazine], so it was very 
available. And so he told me that if | would change my mind, he'd be waiting. And so when | made final 
vows, eight years later, he still wasn't married. But he did eventually marry and adopted children and a lot of 
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that. 


[00:28:49.25] INTERVIEWER: Sounds like your parents had hopes for great achievement. You had a lot of 
leadership and achievement as a young girl. 


[00:29:01.10] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yes, | think they might have. But they sort of 
supported it, but | had to earn my own money. | babysat, and | had to earn my own money for the bus, and 
my own spending money, and--yeah, | think so. Did | talk about the Girl Scouts? Yeah. And so that was in 
town, and when we did that recital we came back to town and we had it for my mother's friends. And so 
they were always expecting me to do those things. Now my sister was very--she was born December 7th. 
And they put her in school a year too soon, in my opinion. And so she never had the leadership kind of 
thing--she was a baby sister. We called her "baby sister" for a long time. And my brother was very involved 
in Mount Carmel boy's school in Los Angeles, but he used to hitchhike to school. | couldn't do that. And he 
and his friend Bob [Schleicher] did the annual for Mount Carmel that year--the whole thing--plus everything 
for school. And he had a lot of leadership too. Plus he learned to fly when he was--starting when he was 
sixteen, and he bought a plane. And then he was killed [1954]. And so | think the two older of us were really 
leaders with our own talents, and then she was like our baby sister. And then eventually brought children-- 
her children into the family and gave my parents great delight, and got a wonderful husband, and just really 
enhanced our lives. 


[00:31:07.25] INTERVIEWER: When you finally decided to enter and--did you have an idea for yourself of 
something--what it meant to you to be a Sister--what that hope was for you or what you wanted to achieve 
or become? 


[00:31:21.04] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well, what | thought | would end up doing is 
teaching second grade in Watts. That was my hope. | never did either--teach the second grade or teach in 
Watts. [laughs]. 


[00:31:35.28] INTERVIEWER: What was it about Watts that [unintelligible]? 


[00:31:37.17] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well it was the poor. It was black at the time. And | 
thought | could be like a missionary teacher--share my gifts, my talents, myself. 


[00:31:51.19] INTERVIEWER: So at that time you had an awareness of the poor and-- 


[00:31:55.02] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yes. Even in our school at St. James we had some 
poor children. | was very aware of their situation as opposed to my closer friends. And my father would drive 
us out--at the time Torrance and Inglewood and others--when he was in real estate they had a pact of some 
sort, not to sell or rent to people of color, especially blacks. | never, ever talked to a black person. It was all- 
-he was very prejudiced, and he had names for all other ethnic groups--| mean, really bad names. And | did 
work in his real estate office for a while, and people of color would come to his counter there, and he would 
say there wasn't anything available. And that was a pact that those people did, and | was very aware of that. 
And | used to argue with him, and my mother would say, "Why do you argue? You're not going to win." And 
| would say, "Because | have to." And | never endorsed any of those practices, you know. 


[00:33:21.27] INTERVIEWER: You had a sense of justice. 

[00:33:24.18] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | did. | did. And of course | didn't say that during the 
war, we had all kinds of deprivations in a way, and we collected everything to send to the service people and 
the Red Cross for--all that kind of thing. 


[00:33:46.22] INTERVIEWER: Let's talk a little bit about your early days as a postulant or a novice. What do 
you remember from that time? 


[00:33:53.11] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Oh all of it. [laughs]. When we entered--I graduated 


in 1950. And we entered in September 15, 1950, and there were fifty of us. And we were the largest group 
that we ever had by that time. Most other groups had like thirty maybe, but we had fifty. And I'm telling you, 
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we had the halt and the lame--[laughs]--as well as really talented people. So we had many steps--many 
stairs--and it was an old building like built in the early 1900s | think. And some people couldn't get up the 
steps. And some were very experienced. We had-- 

what we have is what we call "rank", and that means they give you--by how you start they give you a 
number. And so there were fifty of us, and | was number two. And then you do in--like tasks or 
assignments--to make the breakfast for example--four people--you four would make the breakfast, and have 
it ready to serve, or get everything ready for the lunch. And we had silence at places and meals, and you 
had a little bit of recreation. In the afternoon we could go out and play basketball or volleyball or something 
for a little while. And then in the evening, for half an hour we could sit in a big circle in the room and talk. 
The rest of the time we kept silence pretty much. And we had silence at meals and places--dormitories, all 
that, you know. So it was very rigorous. So to--when we eventually got the change, years and years later, it 
was quite a break through. But in the meantime, when we first entered, | think we belonged to the last 
century. [laughs]. And did it, you know--hard things. It was just because we were hoping to persevere. 
Because | suppose if people didn't they got asked to leave. Well | know they were asked to leave, but | don't 
know why they were asked to leave. So it was still fun in the fun times, but it was pretty serious in the 
business-like atmosphere. 


[00:36:58.00] [Director's comments. ] 
[00:38:12.28] INTERVIEWER: We were talking about persevering in those early days. 


[00:38:15.03] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Oh right, yes. And they would ask you to leave. And 
we had a suitcase of our street clothes down in the basement, and they would get it together and summon 
the Sister and send her home--you know, making transportation arrangements and everything. And then we 
were in desks--nothing here exactly like it--very old fashioned kind of lift up the lid kind of desks. And they 
would just take--when we weren't around, they would take the desk away, and put it all back together. And 
then that person didn't show up anymore. [laughs]. And they didn't tell us that that was happening. It was 
very old school. 


[00:38:53.15] INTERVIEWER: | think you were also starting to say you also managed to have fun. 


[00:39:02.27] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Oh we did, we did. We had plays and concerts and 
we once got a television. There were--in the novitiate room-- there probably were desks--these desks--there 
probably were a hundred of us. And we had one teacher desk way at the other end that the faculty would 
come and teach us philosophy or something. So the May Company gave us this one television to watch the 
Queen [Queen Elizabeth II of England] being made queen. And that was our experience of TV. [laughs]. 


[00:39:39.06] INTERVIEWER: What was it like to receive the habit? 


[00:39:43.11] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: It was nice for me. | had a dress already from my 
recital times. And so | didn't have to worry about that. But | understand that it was difficult for some people 
who didn't have one. And then some people's mothers made them very elaborate things. And we had a 
retreat--like a--| think it was at least a full eight day retreat of silence and prayer and rigorous schedule right 
before that. And then we dressed in these bridal dresses and processed into a full chapel, which was at St. 
Mary's Academy. And our families were in there. And then we would go out to our dormitory and get fully 
dressed in the habit that we had made--all parts of it--well not exactly all parts of it, but most of it. It was 
very complicated to put on to start with. And then we would go back to receive our names. And my name at 
the time was "St. Margaret", because there already was a Margaret Anne. And we only could have one 
person with each name. And afterwards we could go out and visit with our families for the day, but my 
family went home. And | didn't have any visit. And that was another one of the--you know, what would you 
say, not exactly punishment but distancing that my family did. We also had--every other month we had visits 
for two hours on a Sunday. And my mother, "the late Mrs. Vonderahe" would come about--it was from two 
to four, and she'd come about three-thirty from Torrance, and there wouldn't be any place to sit. So it was 
like a little subtle punishment for me. And that way--we stayed upstairs--or in the other community room 
with the people who were from outside Los Angeles area. So! always had that. But I--it was just part of how 
it was, you know--like a punishment for my choice. 
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[00:42:23.16] INTERVIEWER: Sounds like you kept confident in your choice. 
[00:42:26.26] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | did. | did. | knew it was the right thing. 


[00:42:30.26] KELBY THWAITS: Can | ask just in this--because it's such a strong--not necessarily an entire 
lack of support from the family, but such a strong passive-aggressive statement that was continually being 
reinforced from your family-- 


[00:42:50.11] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yes. That's right. 


[00:42:51.22] KELBY THWAITS: Would you mind sharing if you have any regrets, or if there is anything 
about it that you regret the way things had gone with your family or with your life--because you are so 
committed to your decision that it doesn't seem like there's any second-guessing or regret at that point, 
even with Bob, your boyfriend, you know? 


[00:43:10.22] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yeah. Right. 
[00:43:11.13] KELBY THWAITS: That must have been hard for him. 
[00:43:13.08] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: It was. 


[00:43:14.01] KELBY THWAITS: You know. But yet you--and that might have been very hard for you as well- 
-but yet the call was stronger, it seems. Is there anything you--maybe regret's not the right word--that you 
wished had gone differently? 


[00:43:28.27] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well, | would have liked my mother's attitude to be 
loving. And she always was distant. And it was her problem, which--you know, through different kinds of 
counseling that I've had, | could see that--that she--it was something that she--I think she wished she would 
have had, but never had it herself. And so it was just kind of passed on to me. And she didn't have any other 
models--like, she didn't socialize with the parents of the other Sisters. Maybe that would have been a good 
thing--if she could have met some of them and talked over this giving me up to something that she really 
wanted me to do something different. And eventually when my sister went through normal everything, then 
she changed--herself, not toward me. But it took her--| remember the exact place that she told me--after 
eighteen years--she told me she was sorry. J ust said it. But in the meantime she'd had a nervous 
breakdown, and | had to do a lot of things related to her care. And then eventually she died at sixty-five. So 
it was really not what | would say--I wish | had had something better, but she couldn't do it. And so--we 
even had to hospitalize her. So--and my father was very angry that we did that--my sister and | did that. So, 
you know, we all--| think everybody has suffering, and it wasn't her fault exactly, but she was just unable to- 
-| would need a different mother--[laughs]--to have different results. So | just had to shape up. And God's 
grace helped me do that. So people looking at me wouldn't know all that, but--. 


[00:45:54.14] INTERVIEWER: So it sounds like those early days may have had some mixed emotion. 


[00:46:00.25] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Oh they were. And | was always pretty firm, you 
know, and | was strong enough. But that--when you got the habit that day, and they left, | went back to the 
postulate and all my friends were outside looking for me, and never found me. And Sister Rose Cecilia 
[Harrington (1919-2003)] was in charge of us, and she was brand new to the job, and she didn't think to 
look for--to check on it. And so it was kind of a hard--that was a hard day for me. But they--their priority was 
getting home and getting back to work. 


[00:46:42.00] INTERVIEWER: Did you go on to studies at that time, or did you go into [unintelligible]? 


[00:46:45.20] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: We were studying. We took all that we could possibly 
take. And then | had been in advanced classes, so | got to take French, and--which was a good thing for the 
college. And we all took Philosophy, and we took--I took Advanced English courses and other things right 
there. And the professors came on what was the Mount bus at the time and stayed for the day and taught 
us. And then we had priests who came and taught us Theology. And some of the Sisters who were teaching 


file:///emcfs.mount.msmc.la.edu/...ions/Projects/20170907_CSJOralHistory_Transcripts/SrMargaretAnneVonderahe_20161109_Transcript.txt[10/6/2017 1:00:06 PM] 


in the high school came over and taught us First Aid or other different things. We were very separated too, 
from the people--our friends that we had had as teachers. That was--the novices had to be completely 
separate, which seems almost inhuman right now, but we just learned to be in our own reception and 
novitiate or whatever it was. So my studies--| think it took eight years for me to fulfill all of the 
requirements. And | did advance eventually--| was an English major. And didn't have enough courses for me 
at the Mount, and so | went to Loyola. We had to provide our own transportation over there. It was just 
Loyola [University, not yet Loyola Marymount University] at the time. And we had to hook a ride for that 
summer session or whatever. So--and | did very well. And | always had excellent faculty for that. | was an 
English major and a History minor. And they had thought | would be a music teacher, but--| did teach piano 
for ten years, to little kids while | was teaching school. But | wasn't meant to be a music major. [laughs]. | 
like it--1 liked it. And | did the four years of Latin, and French--some French in college. Trying to think of--oh 
then we did all of our Elementary Education requirements, so | got a credential in that. And by that time | 
was teaching school. So | would teach all week, and then go to class on Saturdays. And wherever--whatever 
convent | lived in, either had a bus to take us or--by the time | was in Redondo Beach we had to call parents 
to take us in station wagons. And it happened in the Valley too, | know, up--you might get a set to take us 
up, and then another set to meet us at noon to take us back home. So that's how we got our education. And 
then summer school we lived there at the college or whatever. So that took eight years. And so my sister, by 
that time, had been at the Mount, and she was a Home Ec[onomics] major and an Art minor--and we 
graduated the same day. And the provincial at the time, Mother Rosaleen [Lynch (1900-1999) ]--[laughs]-- 
came over to talk to us. Oh, also, the Sisters graduated in the Library, and the students graduated on the 
steps. So my sister graduated on the steps and | was in the Library. And my father introduced me to Mother 
Rosaleen, who was extremely rigid, as his "dumb daughter". So--because it took me the four years extra. 
But | think he was kidding, but he didn't know who he was talking to. And that was very difficult. 


[00:50:48.06] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember some of the Sister faculty from the Mount that influenced 
you? 


[00:50:56.09] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yeah. Sister [Mary] Laurentia [Digges (1910-1991)]. 
And Sister Rose de Lima--de Lourdes--Marie de Lourdes [LeMay (1880-1960)]. The one who influenced me 
forever was Sister [Mary] Berenice [Coyne], who had been the principal when | first ever started at St. 
James, and then eventually she did other teaching things. And she was in charge of the resident students at 
the Mount. And we went to summer school there. So she would have her eye out for us to be really nice. 
And she was nice to my sister as well. And she was like the heart of the residence. Everybody loved her. 


[00:51:40.05] INTERVIEWER: We've heard that summers--the summers at the Mount were very fun--. 


[00:51:44.08] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: They were. Paul Salamunovich [(1927-2014)], who 
was eventually the [LA] Master Chorale director par excellence, came and did singing with us, like on 
Wednesdays during summer school. And at one time--we also had jobs to do--we called them "charges'-- 
and so | was in charge of the soda fountain and the priests meals--the guest meals this one summer. And he 
would bring his boys to the same event, and then they would stay and have sodas, because it was 
bottomless until like maybe ten-thirty at night. And | was in school, you know, taking these upper division 
difficult courses. But he remembered me always for doing that. 


[00:52:46.13] INTERVIEWER: What was it like in your early days of teaching elementary school? 


[00:52:50.26] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Oh. Well, | was very blessed to be at Transfiguration 
School my first year. And we had eight grades but sixteen classrooms. So there was another--| taught 
fourth--another fourth grade teacher who was supposed to mentor me, but she was not confident enough in 
her own skills, | believe now. So! had Sister Margaret Walsh [(-2002)]--Martin Joseph was her name at the 
time, and she took me by the hand and taught me everything that | knew. Every week--she helped me, 
because she saw in the beginning how weepy | was, because | was scared to death. We didn't really have 
enough preliminary teacher training to be put into--I think | had fifty-four children. And it just worked out so 
well that I'm the favorite teacher of those children who are now dentists and priests and executives. 
[laughs]. Yeah, and that was a very--just a very nice experience. But that year my brother was killed in the 
summer time, in a plane crash. And | had hoped to stay on at Transfiguration because | thought it was just 
fine, but instead | had that, and my family really--what would you say--the grief just overtook them terribly. 


file:///emcfs.mount.msmc.la.edu/...ions/Projects/20170907_CSJOralHistory_Transcripts/SrMargaretAnneVonderahe_20161109_Transcript.txt[10/6/2017 1:00:06 PM] 


And | think that was the beginning of my mother's end. But in addition to that | got changed to open St. 
Martin of Tours school, and live in Gary Cooper's [Frank James Cooper, (1901-1961), American actor] home. 
And Mother Rosemary, who had been our provincial was charged to build this building. And so she would 
come up to supervise the building of the first part--it's a third--this part wasn't built at that time, or the 
chapel. So sometimes | couldn't--she couldn't do something and so she would have me go do it. And | was 
only two years in the community but | helped her when | could. And some of these people who are 

J ubilarians entered--or brought them in--to show them around when she couldn't do it. So--and then St. 
Martin of Tours we had very famous people, and we lived, did | say, in Gary Cooper's home, and they came 
to visit us. And it was very elaborate. It's been changed into three separate mansion properties now. But we 
also did cooking and prayers and classes on Saturdays, and | taught piano at noon time and after school. 
And in my spare time--[laughs]--we had to clean the place because it had black floors, and they had white 
carpet. [smiles]. And we did all the housekeeping as well. So it still was a very good experience. And we had 
these famous families and | just treated them regular, you know. One little girl--we didn't have enough 
desks at the beginning, and so | had children kneel on the floor and use the desk for--the seat of the desk 
for the top of their desk. And so this one family came--and the father came, and they said they would buy 
her whatever she needed because it was not comfortable for her. | said, "No, no. She just has to be--that's 
how it is, you know." Because you start that--and especially those privileged children, you know--and then 
we got the desks. But eventually when she was sixteen years old she was a--whole page of her debut, 
because her father was head of the stock market here in the--LA. [laughs]. 


[00:57:30.19] INTERVIEWER: And then you went to St. Lawrence Martyr. That's my parish. 


[00:57:35.02] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Oh yes. We did. St. Lawrence--we started out in a 
little house in Hollywood Riviera [Redondo Beach, California], four of us, and the chapel was the garage, and 
then the dining room was my bedroom. [laughs]. Monsignor [Daniel P.] Collins, who had been at the 
Chancery Office came and said Mass for us. And we had to be driven--we didn't drive at the time, so we had 
to be driven over to school. And we were just starting, so | taught the fifth grade, and we had sixty-five-- 
sixty-seven children, because he made extra-large classrooms. And so we just did it, you know. And we 
came up here for class on Saturdays, and we had to get drivers to bring us. And at that time when there was 
a school bus that took the Sisters from St. Lawrence, St. James and American Martyrs up. So we lost a whole 
Saturday, completely, by the time we got back. And we had special prayers that we also said on Saturday. 
And then of course we had to prepare for class and do the homework from the coursework, and by that time 
it was Advanced English for me, like the selected students. So it was very busy--a busy time. Then from that 
house we moved to another--a second house on Catalina. And | could sit up in my bedroom and look out 
and see the ocean. And at that time | had some dental problems and some other flu kinds of things, and | 
could sit up and look out and see the ocean, when the storms coming or whatever. And Sister St. J oan 
[Willert (1924-2007)?] said that's why | got sick because--so | could look at the ocean. [laughs]. And then 
we moved to the permanent convent, and there were sixteen bedrooms there. But eventually the Bishop 
Montgomery High School Sisters came and lived with us, and we got up to twenty-five people in that house. 
And we had someone sleeping in the dining room and the community room and the laundry--[laughs]-- 
everything--because we had mixed high school and grade school, and we were up--the school had advanced 
in more--we had two of everything. And then | was teaching--let's see, | had about the same number of 
children. | taught fifth, fifth--seventh, seventh, seventh--eighth, eighth. And that eighth grade--there wasn't 
a classroom built, so | had to teach in the hall--[laughs]--and they used it at nighttime for other activities. 
And it was very sandy ground outside, so we'd get sand on our floor, and then they'd have the desks mixed 
up because they moved them into the hallway so they could have the--whatever. | remember teaching in the 
choir loft once because they needed the hall for a social event. 


[01:00:48.23] INTERVIEWER: It's like you said, you just keep--you just do it. 

[01:00:52.12] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yeah. And you're doing all the other things too. 
Eventually | got to stop teaching piano, | think about then. And then | had--one of the students | had is now 
in charge of the Choral Department at Loyola Marymount--Mary Breden. 

[01:01:12.13] INTERVIEWER: Mary Breden. 


[01:01:15.06] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: And then | taught priests--| mean, future priests--and 
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executives, and they had some class reunions for that class later. So anyway, | was teaching by then eighth 
grade, same number of kids, and then | got changed to Alemeny High School [Mission Hills, California]. And 
| taught English and Religion. And the Vatican I| had just started, so we had to develop text books. And 
luckily the other Sister who was teaching freshman Religion was in the secretarial department, so we were 
able to produce the books--there were no books. So we had to do all of that for the students, and we did it. 


[01:02:09.22] INTERVIEWER: What--as you were seeing Vatican || stuff come out, the documents were-- 
what were you--you were thinking about teaching it, but what were you thinking about it personally? 


[01:02:19.09] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well, | was grateful for it, really. We had already 
been studying lots of things and reading and learning things that--other people probably didn't have that 
advantage at the time. So | was glad for it really. Because a lot of the other religious kinds of things were 
just too confined and strict, and like prioritizing for "better Catholics" and "not-so-good Catholics". And of 
course in my family, | was already involved in that. So | was just grateful. | also was moderator of the 
Sodality, so back to that from my high school days. And | think | also did that in grammar school--the eighth 
grade--seventh grade. But that was like an alternate student body thing, and we had boys who had their 
Confraternity--because the boys school was--it was split--girls and boys. And then the juniors had some 
combined--quite a bit of combined things. And we did a great deal of social action on the weekends. | 
sponsored dances and it was just about the time The Beatles [British music group] came out. And they made 
dances like faux Beatles-type things. And we got to use the gym for that. And so! was in charge of that kind 
of thing. And | think we had a priest from Confraternity also helping with that, which meant we attended the 
dances as well--[laughs]--and the football games. But we had to be in by nine, and we had Sister Augustine 
who was in charge of me in high school was--at the time the Sodality was like the big thing. Well when | was 
in charge of Sodality it was no longer the "big thing" because she was doing the Latin Club. [laughs]. So we 
had these little--what would you say--conflicts | suppose. 


[01:04:34.21] INTERVIEWER: How would you describe the--kind of the climate of Vatican I| with the--was it 
an exciting time or-- 


[01:04:42.14] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yes it was. And they were--many were involved in 
Valyermo [California, home of St. Andrew's Abbey]. And they would do Immaculate Heart College. There 
were people already in the forerunners--were the forerunners of the "future Church", | would say--those 
students--and part of--in parishes and things, we already were doing a great deal of the groundwork that 
people didn't know. And we had at that time, | would say six or eight of the people who were like the senior 
Sisters--did not want anything to do with the new things. And the rest of us--there were sixteen of us all 
together--the rest of us wanted to. So there was like a friction. And then we'd have meetings, and a few 
people stormed out because they couldn't stand the idea that we weren't going to be wearing the habit 
anymore, or that the prayer schedule that they'd always know, you know--and they were very against it. And 
we couldn't fight it, we'd just keep on doing what we were doing. And there was a lot of sports activity--we 
went to games there or elsewhere, and a lot of student contact-- 


[01:06:10.12] INTERVIEWER: So did you stop wearing the habit pretty quickly, or-- 


[01:06:15.09] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: No. We kept wearing--|--then from there, | was 
chosen--I was also doing a masters thesis in English at Holy Names, in Oakland, in summer time, and so 
when--let's see--| think we were starting to get a little bit less, but what--let's see--. Anyway, | did the--| 
think three summers of higher--of graduate English and | did extremely well. But then they--that--after | 
finished those three, | got a letter making me superior at the grade school in Orinda [California], which is 
east of Oakland, and that's when we changed. And we had this lovely woman, Florance [Mansonen], who 
took our materials of our habits and our jackets and our other materials and made clothes for us. And we 
changed our veil and we were--people were experimenting. | think we wore the habit for a little bit there, 
and then we changed over. And Father knew somebody who had--the Macy's or something--and they 
opened for us in the early part of the morning and we could choose clothes. So he helped us with that. And 
she made clothes for us. And we took turns, so that, you know, we could budget it all. [laughs]. 


[01:07:53.18] INTERVIEWER: What was the reaction of the students? 
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[01:07:54.29] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: They loved it. They just loved it. And they said, "Oh, 
she's blonde!" [laughs]. And they were just really happy. And then those who gradually changed and were 
able to do that--and it was pretty comfortable. | think it was hard on some--in some places--the different 
levels of--what would you say--budget and strictness--old school--like some of those Sisters back at Alemany 
never--they never did change. But | was very happy there, and | liked doing that, and it just worked out so 
well. And | was good with the people. They're very affluent types, and had lovely homes and all that. But 
during the second--and the pastor really liked me. And then, during the fall of the second year that | was 
there, the General Superior came to visit me and told me that they were going to put me into Formation at-- 
here. And it was only going to be my--but | couldn't tell anybody. Pastor knew, and | knew. And so that was 
my second and last year there. And | really did like it, really did. But--and | liked the area, you know, all of it 
was just--obedience. So | got down here, and we had had large numbers, and suddenly we didn't have large 
numbers anymore--we had different--what would you say--styles of leadership and not so strong vocations, 
and | thought--it was kind of lonely for me to have to be completely moved out of any kind of dynamic life 
into--and a lot of it was empty. So | learned to cope and do things. And then also | started another masters 
at Loyola in Counseling. So | was studying--| went over to the University--I think it was two days a week. 
Anyway, | was able to finish in three years--finished that masters and a credential in Counseling. And other 
people who had my job had been sent to Rome to study for a year, but--didn't work out. 


[01:10:41.09] INTERVIEWER: Why did you decide to pursue Counseling? 
[01:10:44.22] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Because it fit with the work | was doing. 
[01:10:47.20] INTERVIEWER: So it was really about preparing to do the vocation ministry? 


[01:10:51.22] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well, just another avenue. You can do lots of things 
with it. And | wasn't sure of my future. You know, and they did ask me to be in the novice director but | said 
no thank you. Sister Mary Brigid [Fitzpatrick?]--said you know, it's not my thing. And we were--the 
community was in flux too, because some people wanted to--us to become really radical right away, rather 
than gradual, so we had a lot of personal conflict, | would say, with--among ourselves. There were groups, 
and you either got invited to be in the group or not. | was not. [smiles]. But so anyway at the end of that 
time, they thought that |--Sister Cecilia Louise [Moore (1928-2004)] was a marvelous President of the 
college and a long-time friend of mine. And she came and asked me if | would go to the Doheny campus. 
And it was almost failing. It was just about on its last legs, we thought. Because the lay people had wanted 
to kill it, really. So they did everything they could, and one of the Sisters never went back there again. She 
had been involved in it--Sister Patricia Clare [Mullin (1908-2002)?]--and she was so badly hurt that she left 
for good--| mean and never ever came over there. Well, at the same time we had Dr. Gene Petrik [Dr. 
Eugene V. Petrik ([1933]-1991)]. And he was Vice President for Sr. Cecilia Louise, and very high caliber 
person, and he could see a potential for the Doheny campus. And so he conceived this idea of teaching and 
using what we had and going on to the future. And he was the one who--not the first year but after that-- 
got the Nursing program to come there from--the hospitals were closing their Nursing programs. And so we 
got those people to come--kicking and screaming--[laughs]--to the Mount. And immediately we had great 
success and we kept working on all of that. So | was then--not that first year but after that--the Dean for the 
Associate Degree Program for six or seven years. 


[01:13:23.10] INTERVIEWER: We just interviewed Sr. Imelda [Ann D'Agostino]. | think she said you were 
her Dean. 


[01:13:28.04] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yeah, | was. 
[01:13:30.12] INTERVIEWER: What was it like to be Dean? That's a very different role from what you had-- 


[01:13:32.23] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: --Well, | had been principal. And so | just--and of 
course | was getting educated all the time. And | was alert. And it wasn't that hard. But | did have to come 
up to "the campus" [Chalon], because they had no--a lot of the old types had no love for Doheny at all. So 
they wouldn't come. Like the Chairman of the departments wouldn't come to check on--or to visit or 
anything. It was just like we were orphans, sort of--[laughs]--"kissing cousins" maybe. So | had to come up 
for meetings--council meetings and things like that. So | was pretty well--Cecilia Louise and Gene Petrik kind 
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of got me into the swing of things, and we did the best we could. And we went out to high schools and we 
had high schools in, and we did quite a bit. We got some grants--government grants--and went out to be 
trained in Washington and Texas and-- 


[01:14:44.19] INTERVIEWER: What were the students like? Who were you trying to get to-- 


[01:14:48.18] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: --local. Local high school. Outstanding-type students 
who would like the private school and the majors and mostly people of color of one kind or another, 
especially black but other kinds. And do you know Bernadette Robert ['77, leadership student, later MSMC 
Asst. Vice President of Student Affairs]. Yeah, she was one of our students. And wonderful--you know, that 
caliber of student. We also got Cubans [Cuban Teacher Training Institute 1965] and so we had people who 
went on for their doctorates from our classes. [laughs]. And very successful people. It was sort of like--like 
an elevated high school-college introduction, but really person-centered. And it was--it was very nice--very 
nice. And we did a lot of work with them in groups. And Gene Petrik--he eventually became President of 
Bellarmine college [University] in Louisville [Kentucky]. And he died. But a lovely, wonderful person. And I've 
been very blessed through the years to interface with really fine Catholic laymen and priests--through the 
years, you know. Not--what would you say--not the stereotype kind of person that my pastor had been at 
home. Really a blessing to me. And I've taught some of them, who are now extremely successful and 
blessings--very bright, very capable. 


[01:16:41.19] INTERVIEWER: Where did you live when you were at the Doheny campus? 
[01:16:45.14] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | lived where the dining room is. 
[01:16:47.26] INTERVIEWER: In the mansion? In the Doheny mansion? 

[01:16:51.18] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: No. Where the food service is. 
[01:16:54.15] INTERVIEWER: Oh in the food--Building 11. 


[01:16:56.15] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yeah. And then my office was in Building 7. And it 
had been a music building before, but that side of the property was not owned by the college for a long 
time. Finally it was given over. But in the meantime, Mother Roseanne [Bromham (-1990)?], who had been 
our novice director--and also was my superior at Alemany--was now the superior at Doheny. [laughs]. And 
she felt that only the other side could have the furnishings. So we just had to go look for whatever we had in 
storage someplace, and kind of make something together. But | guess there was a budget on her--she was-- 
| don't know what you'd say--careful, to be nice. So we just had to make the best that we could. And we did. 
Then eventually | did move over to the Mansion, and | was in Mr. Doheny's bedroom, which is now | think 
the office for Development or--. So there were thirty-five of us at that time, because anybody who needed a 
place to live came and lived there too--the downtown office and--we made community with all of us. 


[01:18:22.18] INTERVIEWER: And how would you characterize that--because this is now post--getting into 
post-Vatican Il? What was community life like? 


[01:18:30.01] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well we had Mother Roseanne for our superior. 
[laughs]. So it was pretty straightforward, | would say. But we had fun, you know, and we laughed a lot and 
we had--we helped cook. So | would be cooking on Sunday for thirty-five people with Sister--uh, Mechtilde's 
sister--Aline Marie [Gerber (1917-2009)]. No one else would cook with her, but | would. [laughs]. But you 
know, we would--and we had a cook, really for all the other days. So--and that was one of the big things, 
and then we had the chapel--which is your [Shannon Green's] office now, | think. We had daily Mass up 
there. And we shared cars--we had signup lists for cars. And | had to go back and forth a lot, and so that 
was a Strain | would say. We didn't have anything like the bus or--nothing like that. But it was so different. 


[01:19:43.25] INTERVIEWER: What would you say, in terms of your leadership at the Mount--looking back-- 


what would you say you are most proud of, either from your own contribution or just the whole community 
at that time? 
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[01:19:55.01] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well! would say that holding on to that Doheny 
program--the AA program--was extremely significant. And just making it breathe and go was probably 
essential with the people that--who were there--who were high caliber people. J ust holding on and making it 
go and getting that first Nursing course and with that faculty which was a difficult thing. And showing that 
there was a hope and a potential for that campus. That | think if | hadn't been placed there, and with those 
people, | don't know what it would be. You know that movie--it's the Christmas movie with--when he sees 
how-- 


[01:21:06.16] INTERVIEWER: --"It's a Wonderful Life"-- 


[01:21:08.08] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: --"It's a Wonderful Life" [1946]--that kind of thing. It 
could be entirely another whole--because people gave it no hope. 


[01:21:20.13] INTERVIEWER: And you see it today? 
[01:21:22.10] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yes. 
[01:21:23.29] INTERVIEWER: And what do you think? 


[01:21:25.22] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: It's wonderful. It's wonderful. And I'm sure Gene 
Petrik would be--and Cecilia Louise--would be so proud. Because Immaculate Heart and Loyola were offered 
that same--a co-op kind of thing, and they didn't take it. And then when we got it, we kicked it around. | 
mean, the first few years were fine, but didn't have the potential. But then once we got a viable program like 
the Nursing and the Graduate School it just made all the difference. And then that the diocese--the 
archdiocese gave us the other side of the street, and all of that. You know, it's just amazing. 


[01:22:16.02] INTERVIEWER: | want to ask you too about--a little bit about renewal at that time, and going 
back to the roots. Did you learn more about the roots of the CS]s and did you deepen your connection with 
the charism or renew them? 


[01:22:33.29] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Not quite then. But we did get renewed--we had a 
number of summers that we all did more or less the same thing--but the faculty--the teachers moved around 
from place to place. And so we all had the same theological sharing. | wouldn't even say training--like 
sharing. So we began to be introduced and in different locations throughout the province. And | think all of 
that--we weren't just in it all by ourselves or--"Here's a book, read it"--or anything like that. We participated 
in different programs that our provincial leadership led us to do. And there was another whole faction of 
people who wanted us to become like Immaculate Hearts. And they would be meeting at--secretly--at 
different--other locations, but they would stop at our house to use the bathroom, and we would find out--| 
would know that that's what was going on. And we were not chosen. And | never minded that. But it was a 
chance that some people wanted to return to the old ways, and some people wanted to go much farther 
quicker. And | think luckily we blended both of those, and so there's no distinction, and no--people don't 
even ever talk about it or reminisce or anything like that. | know about it, but | don't ever bring it up or--you 
know, | just think it's part of our history. Something like my family history. 


[01:24:32.01] INTERVIEWER: In terms of the greater history of the congregation and the founding, are 
there any--is there any part of the overall history of the CSJs that speaks to you--that you draw inspiration 
from--Le Puy [France], Mother St. J ohn [J eanne Fontbonne (1759-1843) ]-- 


[01:24:47.22] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: I've never been well enough to go to those things, 
but I've always loved it. We had Sister St. Francis [Sheerin]--] don't know if her name has been mentioned-- 
but Sheerin | think was her last name--she taught us the history in the novitiate, and made it so alive that | 
think we all still know--or those who can remember--all still know all--as much as we could at that time, and 
gave us a love for it. And then when people--when later we had more scholars and more people who could 
go share--and then many of my friends have been able to go, and they just say it's such an important 
experience for them. But | think we treasure it, you know, and if we were talking about it to anybody we 
certainly would mention that. 


file:///emcfs.mount.msmc.la.edu/...ions/Projects/20170907_CSJOralHistory_Transcripts/SrMargaretAnneVonderahe_20161109_Transcript.txt[10/6/2017 1:00:06 PM] 


[01:25:42.10] INTERVIEWER: What about the charism--unity--unifying love--love of the "dear neighbor"--do 
any of those kinds of-- 


[01:25:48.10] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Oh yes. 
[01:25:50.06] INTERVIEWER: What speaks to you? 


[01:25:52.17] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | think the "dear neighbor". One of the things | 
haven't mentioned to anybody else is that almost everywhere I've been | have done things quietly for the 
poor, that people don't know. And at Doheny | was in Building 7, and Sister Barbara Anne Stowasser was 
principal, and she lived over in Miss Kelly's former home on Twenty-third Street there. And | went over to 
make dinner for them as a gift when they were moving in, and the pastor or the priest from St. Vincent's 
came and said that this family had been hit--by a car--at Twenty-third Street and Hoover. And so we went to 
see where they lived. And they lived upstairs, and there was no lock on their door--it had been kicked away. 
They had nothing in their cupboards. The father had been--something that he needed to walk to work--and 
his leg was broken. They had no food in their cupboards or any dishes or anything. So we--Sister Rita 
Francis [Fraser (1920-2011)] and a couple of others provided them with some things. And | went back to 
Barbara Anne's house just knowing this, and Father had had some baskets and things from the parish, but 
he was out. So | called my friends--| had connections from Orinda--and J ohn Davitt [(1933-2014)] was 
President of Glendale College, and so | called him, and they brought their children's gifts--because they were 
on their way on a family trip--and they brought children's gifts and gave me money. And we got enough to 
make dinner for them, and a Christmas tree, and presents. And that's--they connected with--let's see--where 
is--the people that--let's see--anyway, that parish--I can't think of it right at the moment, but anyway--very 
affluent. They took on--we were the touchpoint for them to adopt people from this area to come. And | 
didn't tell the Sisters, but they would bring things and put them on the porch at Number 7 for years--I think 
maybe eight years, and then they took it on themselves to just go and drop it off at the people's homes and 
everything. But the Sisters never knew | was doing this, | believe. They might have, but they never said it to 
me. But that's the kind of thing that I've done wherever I've been--I've been able to connect the needy with 
the providers. And that includes in Tucson [Arizona]--| did a lot of-- 


[01:29:28.20] INTERVIEWER: Yeah. | want to talk about your time in Tucson. 


[01:29:31.01] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yeah. But anyway, that's the kind of thing that's 
possible for just about anybody if you just have your eyes open and you're listening, and you can connect-- 
you know, you can think about it. 


[01:29:49.15] INTERVIEWER: Is there anything else at your time at the Mount that you want to share before 
| ask you about your [unintelligible]? 


[01:29:54.04] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well then | went up to the Mount. At the Mount | 
was Assistant Academic Dean for Matt Delaney [Rev. Matthew Delaney, math/physical science professor and 
Academic Dean MSMC]. And | did about ten people's work, really. [smiles]. Because we were having | think 
financial and staffing problems and things. So | was in charge of the academic progress of the students, 
especially if they were failing or honored--did a lot of things with Honors. And | taught English--! taught like 
basic Writing, so some people learned how to do--finally--term papers and you know, all that stuff. 


[01:30:34.21] INTERVIEWER: Did you like teaching at the college level? 


[01:30:36.16] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yeah. | was good at it. You know I'm a good teacher, 
so | can just adapt to whoever needs it. And it was like nothing--no graduate level or anything--but it was 
such a help to them to get stuff they hadn't known before finally. And they would stop me in the halls later-- 
mainly nurses--and say, "You know, you helped me, and | use it still." And we had Maya Angelou [(1928- 
2014), American poet]--we read her books, and then she came to the Doheny campus and so they could 
kind of connect. You know, | always felt like being a change agent. And the other thing | did--I was in 
charge of Honors, so we had all of those awards and things, banquets and everything. 


[01:31:39.02] INTERVIEWER: It seems like you're very proud of that time, and that the students made you 
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proud. 


[01:31:47.25] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Right. Right. And wherever they are, they're doing 
well, |'m sure. Yeah, | was a big help to Matt--. Oh | had to do the college catalog for ten years--before 
computer. And we had--computer stuff was on wires and | had to drive it to the guy that would translate it 
to the print. And he was not next door. [all laugh]. 


[01:32:19.08] INTERVIEWER: So what was going on that you moved from education to pastoral care-- 
pastoral ministry--what was happening in you? 


[01:32:27.13] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well, | never really liked hospitals because of my 
experience with my parents and all that. But | thought, you know, what else should | do in my life--what 
could | do? And | didn't want just to dwindle down at the Mount. Matt was going--] ackie Doud [J acqueline 
Powers Doud, MSMC president] was there by that time, and she just about had a breakdown when she 
found out | was leaving. And | took a series of workshops from Sister Maureen [Evelyn Brown?]. And 
pastoral care just really appealed to me. Because | already was a counselor--| already knew people--we had 
the hospitals--we even had of course Daniel Freeman at the time. And so | thought--give it a shot. And it's 
only one year. | mean, all the other things had taken me lots of years. So | just went to Oxnard and the gal 
there in charge was very mean. Sisters who had ever been there all those previous years had wept all the 
time. She was cruel. And she's like a former--what are they--in their order--she had left the order twice. But 
she kind of took it out on the Sisters. Cook--[Elizabeth] "Liz" Cook. And | heard from the Sisters at Santa 
Clara that they cried all the time--the whole year--they just wept, and she was just really mean. So | thought 
well | could do that. [laughs]. So | did it. And | think | was a cherished member of the little group. We 
moved from the old hospital--which had been there like eighty or ninety years--into a brand new hospital 
right away, and had to take--do all the pioneer stuff, which was kind of a thing | had already experienced. 
So | could do it. And it turned out to be very good for me. And then Sister St. J oan [Willert (1924-2007)], 
who was just one of our most marvelous Sisters that we've ever had, was President at St. Mary's in Tucson, 
with our former General Superior, Sister Mary Kevin [Ford?] as her assistant. And so | got that job--but it 
was part time so | had to work at two hospitals across town. And | was never in the right place at the right 
time. [laughs]. "She's not here." [laughs]. So | did all that work, and then | got kind of an easy 
accreditatation. It's not easy, but it was fine for me. And then | was very professionally involved--. Oh and | 
hadn't taken any recent Theology, so | took ten Theology courses at night--not all at once. [laughs]. Time by 
time. So | updated, and that way | got in touch with the church in Tucson. 


[01:36:01.00] INTERVIEWER: Was there anything from the theological studies updates that really moved 
you or grabbed your imagination? A topic--a theologian? 


[01:36:10.13] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | just liked it all. | really did. | was--we were with 
deacons, and sometimes there would be some cross-talk, you know--[laughs]--! liked being with the other 
students--adult students--who were in it for the same thing, and they wanted me to go on to level 2 and 
level 3 and | said no, that's enough. [laughs]. It really was, because | worked all day and then | would go to 
class at night, and then have to write a paper--all the usual things that | had always done. But it got me very 
involved in the "new church", which at the Mount--we didn't have that. 


[01:36:52.01] INTERVIEWER: What do you mean by "new church"? 


[01:36:54.15] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well, the way the church is now--compared to how it 
was when | was training. 


[01:37:02.13] INTERVIEWER: It seems to me quite a shift in ministry--in being, almost, to go from--because 
higher education which I've been in, and I've also done--! did one unit of CPE myself-- 


[01:37:15.23] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Oh did you? 
[01:37:16.23] INTERVIEWER: --yes, so--and | considered chaplaincy. But so it--| have this sense of what a 


shift and what a transformation of how to "be present". |'m just wondering what was--if you could say 
[unintelligible]-- 
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[01:37:29.22] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: --well, | have that Counseling degree from before, 
and | did--I don't think | said that | also did an internship at Santa Monica High School when | was training 
at Loyola. So | went there and nobody wanted to take me. So [Bessie Strange] took me--she wasn't a 
Catholic or anything. And then they all wanted me from then on--[laughs]--until | finished. So | just--I think 
that counseling is also part of chaplaincy. 


[01:38:04.20] INTERVIEWER: What do you find most fulfilling about that encounter with the patient? 


[01:38:11.27] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Well, into their deepest being really. And they're 
mostly in crisis. And for me it was multi-cultural, because we had the Native Americans, and the Spanish- 
speaking and people from all around the United States traveling--sometimes truck drivers--people of all 
colors. And then | had to do emergency room stuff, and so you know, that. And | worked with the heart 
patients, and some of them died. Some of them came back again and again. And then being present for the 
nurses and the doctors and the other staff, and being "the Sister", you know. It was really significant, | 
think. And then | was in a very active parish--wonderful parish--St. Pius X. And | did many things in the 
parish just as a member of the parish, including being Lector for | think eighteen years. And then the other 
thing | did there was "Holy Hoedown". 


[01:39:26.05] INTERVIEWER: I'm sorry? 


[01:39:28.07] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | did the "Holy Hoedown". That was a dinner dance 
to benefit Carondelet Center. And we had all the movers and shakers and it was very lovely--big, you know-- 
and all of the people--all of the jewelry and bank accounts and mansions and all that. So | did that. And then 
the other thing that | did was the chapel at St. Joseph's Hospital. We--they took down the original--well the 
chapel that had been put there--to build a five-story nursing unit, because of course financial is the 
governor. And we needed it badly. They just used this little spot that was glaring even as the chapel. It was 
really--| stopped going there, because | couldn't do it anymore--because it had been so lovely and--. | was 
put on that committee and so forth for years. | worked with very--what shall say--powerful and influential-- 
mostly men, some women--to get the money, because the hospital had no money to do that--and restore it 
to the way it was. Plus making a garden outside--a whole meditation garden that people can stop by. And 
it's also dedicated. And it's just wonderful. If the Sisters go over there for the Trek of the Seven Sisters | just 
encourage them to get there and just be there, because pictures just don't do it justice. But it's--and my 
relationship with those people lasts. 


[01:41:29.22] INTERVIEWER: You were there for twenty years in Tucson? 
[01:41:33.08] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Twenty--let's see--twenty-four. 


[01:41:38.26] INTERVIEWER: Twenty-four years. What was it like to come back to Los Angeles and to come 
to Carondelet Center? 


[01:41:43.05] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | needed to come. | had gotten very sick maybe two 
summers before that, and | was dying. And | had to stay in a convalescent place which had been our 
academy. And the person--social worker--told me | was going to die and | should just leave then and come 
over here where I'd be taken care of. And | said, "No! No!" So | got myself all back together and working 
and everything. And then | wasn't able to walk properly. And they were restoring St. Mary's Hospital, and it 
was very difficult--they had sheets down and floors changing and everything--and | just couldn't go there by 
myself any more. So then | applied to St. J oseph's Hospital, which is where | lived, right there, and to hold 
babies. But the person who was in charge of volunteers didn't like me. And | don't know what | ever did to 
her but she never called me. So | waited for more than a year--maybe a year and a half or so--to be called 
to do that kind of work. It was just holding babies and talking to the staff and the parents, and | never got 
called. So | was just there and doing some parish things and some stuff, but not as meaningful as it needed 
to be. And so then | just decided | should come. And | came in time--we had a--I should have brought the 
pictures--we had a--one time you could-- 


[01:43:31.05] INTERVIEWER: --we'll get it-- 
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[01:43:31.20] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: --I'Il show it to you--yeah. All the Sisters who'd ever 
served there who could still get there were at a Mass at the Cathedral. 


[01:43:44.03] INTERVIEWER: And you do some pastoral care while you're here? 


[01:43:46.19] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | do. But | had trouble with my kneecap, and | didn't 
need surgery, which | already had surgery on this one. So I'm having therapy for that. And | guess it was 
very bad, but | only needed a shot, not a surgery. It's such a relief. So--and then | have diabetes. So | have 
to be watched. [laughs]. 


[01:44:16.21] INTERVIEWER: What would you say your most proud of the province or the congregations 
contributions over the years? 


[01:44:23.20] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | think--being the "leaven" in the church for “all 
things that woman can do". And that goes from anything that somebody has done or is doing or hopes to 
do. 


[01:44:55.13] INTERVIEWER: Beautiful. What's given you the most joy in religious life? 


[01:45:04.19] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: | think being a member. Much more than | ever 
thought. | thought | was going to be teaching second grade--[laughs]--in Watts. And although | didn't get to 
do that | got to do many, many more things with pretty great success. 


[01:45:42.07] INTERVIEWER: And lots of relationships along-- 


[01:45:47.06] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: --Yes. And | think being accepted for who | am. So | 
don't have--| mean people don't have great expectations--like I'm not the former "da-da". | might be, but 
people don't think of me that way. | think they just think of me as myself, and a member of their reception 
or someone they lived with, or something. But not some big name. So | can sit pretty much at table with 
anybody--not quite--[laughs]--but pretty much. Or if | go in to visit, you know, pretty well accepted. There 
are a few who don't like my cup of tea. [laughs]. That's all right. 


[01:46:44.14] INTERVIEWER: Is there anything else that you thought about that you wanted to share that | 
haven't asked you about? 


[01:46:51.04] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Let's see. | think we probably covered it more or less. 
[01:47:07.28] INTERVIEWER: Do you have anything? 

[01:47:10.06] KELBY THWAITS: Yeah. | just have maybe something to say to you. First of all, thank you. 
[01:47:15.09] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: You're welcome. 

[01:47:16.04] KELBY THWAITS: It's been a real pleasure to hear what you've had to say and to hear about 
your life and how you've overcome challenges and some of the personalities--personality conflicts or-- 
[laughs]. 

[01:47:30.28] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Yeah. [laughs]. 

[01:47:33.12] KELBY THWAITS:--difficulty living with people, and you've done it in a remarkably positive 
way. So the--what | wanted to tell you is that we have a Master of Fine Arts in Film and Television, and | 
have the pleasure of directing that program currently. We are out of a Hollywood studio, and Bernie Robert's 
[Bernadette Robert '77] daughter Elise--her daughter is about to finish up our program. She's about to get 
her MFA in Film and Television. She's a fantastic student--she's a great editor, which she's been doing a lot 


of. She got her undergraduate degree and then has gone on to grad school. She's about finished with grad 
school at Mount St. Mary's. 
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[01:48:16.20] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Oh wonderful. 
[01:48:17.19] KELBY THWAITS: [Director's comments. ] 


[01:49:38.22] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: [Re: CPE accreditation] | was so glad that | did that 
work at the last of all my education, because it's a personal development opportunity that getting a masters 
in English or something doesn't do. Oh! probably should say this one thing--| went--while | was at the 
Mount, | went to [Cal State] Northridge to get a masters in English--finally--because I'd already started one 
and then, you know, all that. And so | went there and they didn't like--the professor didn't like my first paper 
that | ever wrote. And so he was just--!| don't know--snobbish | guess. Or maybe he thought that because | 
was a nun or | don't know--went to the Mount or something--so he wasn't very nice. But | continued. | was 
still being Dean, but | was taking classes out at Northridge. And--it was before computers. So | had--I wore 
out this typewriter. [laughs]. But anyway | took this one History of Literature class. And no one in the history 
of the professor had ever finished--they all took incompletes and finished in the summer time, or sometime. 
And so we were in this class, and | wrote the first paper. And he liked it quite well. Well, he took all my 
papers and he used them for five years as models--[laughs]--for--it was the ambassadors. And | just thought 
there | was, you know, doing all this stuff, and then they're using my models for--| think he used it for five 
years. And then the other part of that was we had to do comps [comprehensive exams]--two days--English 
and American. And so | waited to find out what happened. Oh | was supposed to do a thesis, and | couldn't 
meet their time requirements because | had to do the college catalog or do my thesis. So | went back and 
took another class and then | did the comps. And there were thirteen of us who took the comps--did the 
comps. And only three of us passed. And the others were TA's [teaching assistants]. [laughs]. And | was 
working and doing all this other stuff. And then only--so | did not participate in the graduation but | did, of 
course, finish. And | just wished | could go back to that first professor--[all laugh]--wherever he was-- 
[laughs]--and say--[ gestures waving diploma]. 


[01:52:45.29] INTERVIEWER: "All of which woman is capable". 
[01:52:48.24] SISTER MARGARET ANNE VONDERAHE: Right. This little nun. 
[01:53:00.11] End of interview. 
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Interviewee: Sister Margaret Anne Vonderahe 

Interviewer: Shannon Green, Director, CS] Institute, Mount Saint Mary's University; Kelby Thwaits, 
Instructor, Film and Television, Mount Saint Mary's University; Mary Trunk, Instructor, Film and Television, 
Mount Saint Mary's University; Laura Townsend, Production Coordinator, CS} Institute. 

Location: Carondelet Center, Los Angeles, California. 

Transcription Date: 02/28/2017 

Transcribed By: Nancy Steinmann 


[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments]. 

[00:00:11.19] Full name and age: Sister Margaret Anne Vonderahe, 84. 

[00:00:51.01] [Director's comments]. 

[00:01:30.06] Early life and family. Born Torrance, California. Torrance history. Father born Kokomo, 
Indiana. Mother from Nova Scotia. Two younger siblings: David and Loretta. Public school for kindergarten. 
St. James Catholic elementary school in Redondo Beach. Families carpooling in WWII. Sister faculty at 
elementary school. 


[00:05:41.14] Sister faculty at elementary school. Sister Daniel J oseph [??]. Sister Mary Agnes [Nance?], 8th 
grade teacher. Sister Lucida [??], 4th grade teacher. 


[00:07:47.12] Living with Grandmother. Mother society editor for Torrance Herald. World War I|. Japanese 
internment. Attack on Pearl Harbor. Cousin Louis killed in Air Force. Grandmother's stroke--taking over 
household responsibility. Starting Girl Scout troop. Piano lessons. 

[00:11:48.09] School experiences. Sister faculty. Teaching vocation. Victory Noll Sisters. 


[00:13:06.18] Early vocation. Attending high school at St. Mary's Academy. Meeting Sister Teresa Marie 
Mcintier. Boarding at the Academy. 


[00:15:35.08] Sister faculty at St. Mary's Academy: Sister [Mary] ] osephine [Feeley, (1905-1991)] principal; 
Sister Celine [??], English faculty; Sister [Augustine ??], Latin faculty; Sister Barbara [??], Chemistry faculty. 


[00:16:25.23] Attraction to Sisters at St. Mary's Academy. Classmates. Early religious experiences in 
Torrance. Father did not attend church. 


[00:18:34.29] Family reaction to vocation. Mother rarely attended church. High school activities. Attending 
catechism. Influence of Sisters. 


[00:21:16.19] High school activities. Latin Club, piano recitals, "Fidelity Prefect". Sister Augustine, moderator 
of Sodality. Spiritual meetings: Living Rosary; meetings at other schools. 


[00:23:46.22] Entering religious life. Newly created MSMC. Meeting Mother Rosemary [Lyons (1893-1971), 
CS} Provincial]. Boyfriend Robert Young. Mother's reaction to vocation. Supplies for entering religious life 
from Sister J osephine. Informing boyfriend of vocation. 

[00:28:49.28] Parents hopes for achievement. Siblings. 


[00:31:08.25] Hopes for religious life. Wanted to teach poor children. Racism in real estate market. Father's 
racism. Sense of justice. 


[00:33:46.00] Early religious life. Graduated high school 1950, entered CS)s September 15, 1950. Entering 
class. "Rank" in class. Novice life. Rule of silence. 
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[00:36:59.16] [Director's comments]. 


[00:38:14.05] Novices who left the order. Activities. Watching Queen Elizabeth II's coronation on TV. 
Receiving the habit. First religious name "Sister St. Margaret Vonderahe" due to another "Margaret Anne". 
Family leaving without visit. Family resistance to visits--"punishment" for vocation. 


[00:42:32.06] Mother's resistance to vocation. Mother's illness. Sister Rose Cecilia [Harrington (1919-2003)]. 
Reaction to parent's refusal to stay after entry ceremony. 


[00:46:42.04] Studying at Mount during novitiate. Classes in French, Latin, Philosophy, English, Theology, 
first aid, etc. Novices separated from other Sisters. BA in English minor History finished in 8 years. Attended 
Loyola University for some classes. Taught piano to children for ten years. Receiving elementary education 
credential while teaching. Summer school at Mount. Sister Home Economics major at Mount--graduated 
same day. Mother Rosaleen [Lynch (1900-1999)], provincial. Graduation ceremony for Sisters vs. Mount 
students. 


[00:50:49.08] Sister faculty at Mount. Sister [Mary] Laurentia [Digges (1910-1991)]. Sister Marie de Lourdes 
[LeMay (1880-1960)]. Sister [Mary] Berenice [Coyne], dean of resident students. Summers at the Mount. 
Paul Salamunovich [(1927-2014), former director LA Master Chorale], Mount music faculty. 


[00:52:47.11] Early missions. Teaching 4th grade at Transfiguration School . Sister Margaret Walsh [aka 
Sister Martin J oseph Walsh (-2002)]. Brother's death in plane crash. Opening St. Martin of Tours school. 
Mother Rosemary [Lyons (1893-1971)], provincial. Living in former home of Gary Cooper [Frank J] ames 
Cooper, (1901-1961), American actor]. 


[00:57:30.11] Opening St. Lawrence Martyr school, Redondo Beach. Monsignor Daniel P. Collins. Teaching 
5th-8th grade. Sisters residences. Sister St. Joan [Willert (1924-2007)?]. Teaching conditions. Former 
student Mary Breden, now choir director Loyola Marymount University. Teaching religion at [Bishop] Alemeny 
High School [Mission Hills, California]. Creating textbooks after Vatican II. 


[01:02:10.20] Vatican ||. Division in "types" of Catholics. Moderator of Sodality. Social activities. The Beatles 
[British musicians]. Sister Augustine. Valyermo. Immaculate Heart College. Resistance to changes. Change in 
habit and prayer schedule. 


[01:06:11.18] Change in habit. Masters in English at Holy Names University, Oakland, California. Florence 
[Mansonen?], dressmaker. Change in habit while working as superior in grade school in Orinda, California 
(near Oakland). Student reaction to change of habit. Invitation to work in formation. 


[01:09:25.22] Working in vocation ministry. Community size change. Second masters degree and credential 
in Counseling at Loyola University. Sister Mary Brigid [Fitzpatrick?]. Community changes after Vatican II. 
Sister Cecilia Louise [Moore (1928-2004)], MSMC president. Invitation to move to Doheny campus. Issues in 
Doheny programs. Sister Patricia Clare [Mullin (1908-2002)?]. Dr. Eugene ("Gene") V. Petrik ([1933]-1991)], 
vice president of MSMC. Nursing program coming to Mount. 


[01:13:15.25] Working as Dean of AA Program (6-7 years). Sr. Imelda [Ann D'Agostino]. Divisions between 
Chalon and Doheny campuses. Doheny student demographics. Bernadette Robert ['77, leadership student, 
later MSMC Asst. Vice President of Student Affairs]. Cuban Teacher Training Institute 1965. Dr. Eugene 
Petrik. 


[01:16:42.09] Community life at Doheny. Mother Roseanne [Bromham (-1990)?], superior at Doheny. Sister 
Aline Marie [Gerber (1917-2009)]. Inter-campus transportation. 


[01:19:42.18] Proud moments in leadership at Doheny. AA Program. 


[01:22:19.01] Renewal and roots of CS]s. Charism. Training programs. Division in community over Vatican I| 
changes. 
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[01:24:33.29] History of CS}s. Le Puy [France]. Mother St. J ohn [J eanne Fontbonne (1759-1843) ]. Sister St. 
Francis [Sheerin?] teaching CS} history in novitiate. Charism. "Dear neighbor". Sister Barbara Anne 
Stowasser, principal and former Provincial Superior. Story of family hit by car. Sister Rita Francis [Fraser 
(1920-2011)]. John Davitt [(1933-2014)], president Glendale Community College. Local residents bringing 
donations for poor to Bldg 7. 


[01:29:48.03] Other Mount memories. Working as Assistant Academic Dean at Chalon. Rev. Matthew "Matt" 
Delaney [math/physical science professor and Academic Dean MSMC]. Teaching English and academic 
writing at Chalon. Maya Angelou [(1928-2014), American poet] visiting Chalon. Honors program. Creating 
college catalog. 


[01:32:20.29] Pastoral ministry. Jacqueline [Powers] Doud, MSMC president. Sister Maureen [Evelyn 
Brown?]. Elizabeth "Liz" Cook at Oxnard [??]. Opening pastoral care program at new hospital. Sister St. Joan 
[Willert (1924-2007)], president, St. Mary's, Tucson, Arizona. Sister Mary Kevin [Ford?]. Studying theology. 
[01:36:02.29] Theological studies. "New Church" [current church vs. while training]. "Being present". 
Internship in counseling at Santa Monica High School. Counseling patients, nurses and doctors in Tucson, 
Arizona 24 years. St. Pius X Parish--lector for 18 years. "Holy Hoedown" benefit dance. St. J oseph's Hospital 
chapel restoration committee 3 years. 

[01:41:38.20] Returning to Los Angeles to Carondelet Center. I|lness. Volunteer pastoral care. 


[01:44:19.14] Congregation contributions most proud of. "Being the leaven in the Church for all things 
women can do". Greatest joy of religious life. 


[01:46:45.07] Other reflections. [Director's comments.] Bernadette Robert '77 and daughter Elise Robert 
MFA Film. Attending Cal State Northridge for masters in English. 


[01:53:00.03] End of interview. 
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